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The backsplash can become a'focal point in any room. But instead of using plain,tiles in traditional rec-

øngular shapìs, considel mosaics in random sizes, patterns, colols and even fròm different materials such

^ sf^r. storie and metal, says Eli Mechlovitz, CEÓ and founder of Glasstilestore.com in Brooklyn, N'Y
Maiy mosaics n¡n fLom $20 îo $50 a square foot, btrt solne letailet's sell them fol less. If you can't afford
to dó all the backsplasltes, consider changing one, Mechlovitz says'
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From Atlanta-based home-staging expelt Ihthy Nielsen come the follorving affoldable tips: Light
scented candles to add romance añd tranquility; hang a chandelie¡'on a dimmer at tlìe center of tlìe room
for a dressy accent; pick neutral<olored, fluffy torvels in beige ol ivory to add mole calm; have a.good se-

lection oficented sôaps, herbal lotions and bath salts to pamper yourself; keep a plush robe on hand tor
getting into after a bath or shotver. For an extl'a splulge, bling in a flat-panel TV.
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For anv room that needs fresheninq, take alt offrvalls, take everlthinA offshelves, remove lamps from tables,

stufffrom'a coffee table and place evel,thins in the center of tlìe iooml- ol bettel yet in anothêr room. Then

fresher look and even f00l some to think you spent big bucks.

The trick is to be sure the changes are functional for your family's needs and attractive - yet not so

personal and trendy that they discourage a future sale. Even if you're not moving toda¡ resale allays

should be factored in a bit, We've rounded up ll ideas that offer great impact and value.

Use l¡aint
It's itill the most affordable change-maker, rvhethel you paint an entire room or one wall says designer

Thom Filicia, host of the Style Nerwõrk's "Dress My Nest" and author of "Thom Filicia Style: Inspired Ideas

for Creating RoomsYou'll Love" (Simon & Schuster, 2008).
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'First imprésibns count, and architect Fernando Pages Ruiz _suggests fixing- up the area. of your home

that you add family memberc use most - possibly a side or back entrythough. it also could be the front
doonvay. If outdoór steps lead to the interior; be sure the raìling is sturdy and the.steps are tvide enough.

Add an'incandescent bulb in the room so that lighting is bright and cheery, Paint the sPace a favgrite

color, add some arfivork or a bench, and you'll im-mediãtely feéI, "l'm glad tó be home," sàys Pages Ruiz,

author of "Building an Aflordable House" (Taunton, 2005).
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Everyoríe thinks about repainting old cabinets and installing netv pulls, but tvhat about the intelior'?

Make tliem more efücient rvith the right systems, such as spice racks and cutlery holders.
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A new countertop or ttvo can provide immediate impact in a kitchen, batluoom, den or any spa.^.t $d
rvith the instructionì in Fu-TungCheng's book, "Conci'ete Countertops Made Simple" (Täunton, 2008),

you can do the work yourself añd save mol'e. The material tvill cost about $8 a square foot, and rvith-the

he..nury rental equipment, you may be up to $20 a square foot, less than the clteapest granite at $40 or'

stainless'steel at $ô0,'says Clieng, Ió addiîion to beinþ affoldable, it's durable and can be stained and

sealed to resist acids.
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Nothing dates a room æ much as old, rvorn, rvall-tùwall carpcting, so considel ptt!!-lgdotv,t the su¡face that

many homéorvners rvant: hardrvood flooring. A l2-by-12-foot room car) run about $2,500 for an oak floor; some-

thing more exotic like Brazilian cherry may run double tltat amount, says lkufrnan.JeffTäub, president of Kit-
tle'silooring Co. in Ft. t¿uderdale, Fla., ofiers a slightly different suggestion: Fool the eye rvith single-plank lam-
inated rvood, rvhich norv cornes in a variety of pattems ft'orn many mantfacnuets.
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Many dens built in the late '60s and '70s rvere paneled rvith dark tvood that notv looks dated and some-

times even deplessing. Jeff Crane, president and CEO of Concept to Creation, a Gilbert, ,4'riz,-l¡ased

home<onsultiñg busiireis, suggests femoving paneling, patching rvãlls and paintirtg them a neutral_tone
for a dramatic cliange. DeperirlÏng on the sizãóf the roäm, a ferv[allons of pãint mifht run less-than $100.
With some nerv rvalfhangings, a þlant and a feu'otlìel new accessories, the room Inay be barely unrecog-
nizable, he says.
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Replacing an outdated shorver door with fi'ameless glass one can add a clean look. A quality door may
run fr'ðm $3Õ0 on up, rvith installation from $40 o¡'so añ hou¡ Clane says. If that's not an option, consider'
a colorful shorver cúrtain, Material to fashion the curtain, plus a rod, may lun fi'om $75 on up, depending
on tlìe quality,
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Almost evely t'oom in a home is filled with too much stuff, especially the kitchen and its counters. "Do

we really need 25 valiations of the same container?" asks Clane rhetolically. Best of all, the_cost of getting
rid ofali the nonessentials in a room and having clean, appealing counters can be zero dollars.
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